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The paper investigates how discourse contexts modulate the contribution of lexical meaning in
sentence meaning composition. We aim at a qualitative as well as a quantitative account of how
contextual modulations are influenced by semantic similarities and pragmatic discourse aspects and
try to evaluate the strength of their respective effects (Recanati, 2010). We thereby focus on the
effects on the lexicon of concrete nouns regarding the telic and agentive components, i.e. actions
describing the purpose/function or, respectively, the way of bringing about the denoted object
(Pustejovsky, 1995).
Both the similarity and the discourse factor are analyzed in terms of Bayesian Pragmatics (Frank &
Goodman, 2012). The resulting model is experimentally tested by the Predictive Completion Task
(Werning & Cosentino, 2017; Cosentino, Baggio, Kontinen, & Werning, 2017), in which the hearer at
every moment in a communicative situation has to generate a probabilistic prediction about how a
sentence/discourse being uttered by the speaker will be continued. In a series of behavioral and EEG
experiments we compare the two factors. In the behavioral case the hearer’s predictive probability is
measured in a Cloze test, whereas in the EEG design, it is assumed that the predictive probability is
negatively correlated with the amplitude of the N400 component of an event related potential.
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